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“There is another explanation for the rapid diffusion of the Com- 
munistic ideas now seeping into every nation, . . . a propaganda so 
truly diabolical that the world has never witnessed its like before. 
. . . Shrewdly adapted to the varying conditions of diverse peoples. 
Little by little it penetrates into all classes of the people, . . . with 
the result that few are aware of the poison which increasingly 
pervades their minds and hearts.” 

Pore Pius XI, Encyclical on Communism. 
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Endeavors for Peace 


PoPE Pius XII 


Allocution of the Holy Father addressed to the members of the 
Sacred College of Cardinals on his Name Day, 
, the Feast of Saint Eugenius I, June 2. 


2d Serer inscrutable designs of God permit Us today to 
celebrate for the first time in the Chair of Peter, 
the sacred memory of Our Holy Patron. So unworthy 
an heir We seem to be to that supreme magisterium 
to which Eugene I brought a new glory, by the vigilant 
zeal of his apostolic activity, as well as by the burning 
piety and integrity of his life. 

In such circumstances, nothing could be more pleas- 
ing to Us than to behold united about Us those whom 
the gracious benevolence of Providence deigned to join 
with Us as the most intimate counselors and fellow 
workers in the sacred yet manifold cares of the su- 
preme pastoral ministry. The congratulations, which 
in the most exalted and pious terms the venerable Dean 








¥ of the Sacred College, beloved alike by Us as by you, 
ee has addressed to Us in your name with that loftiness 
eet of thought and phrase of which he holds the secret, 
— are for Us the clear expression of an intimate associ- 
tah -ation, of the sincere devotions of your innermost selves, 








for which We thank you profoundly. 
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At the same time We feei especially moved to be- 
seech Our Lord, as did the Apostle of the Gentiles “that 
your rejoicing may abound in Christ Jesus for me” 
(Philipp. i, 26). Our hope finds support and strength, 
first of all, in the grace of the diverse ways of Him 
who “hath chosen the weak things of the world... 
that he may confound the strong” (I Cor. i, 27). But 
the day and hour wherein your fraternal confidence 
and the Will of God, which thereby was made mani- 
fest, laid upon Us this office, the dignity and burden 
of which overwhelms Us, was for Us consolation and 
pacification in the assurance of having you at Our side 
and finding in you, in your knowledge, your experi- 
ence, your profound wisdom garnered and matured at 
the price of long years of labor, the strongest and most 
faithful collaboration. 

Your good wishes, wishes expressed for the Father 
of the spiritual family on his Name Day—for which 
We thank and love you in the charity of Christ—Our 
heart gives back to the Church, Spouse of the Redeemer 
and our Mother, and then to the world, to which in its 
present travail all Our thought and solicitude are di- 
rected. At this very moment the world is, in so many 
places, seething with activities, with the birth and 
culmination of happenings, whereof not even the most 
far-sighted human wisdom could say whether the final 
result of their course will end in construction or in 
ruin. 

The Church is not the child of this world. But she 
is in the world, she exists in its midst, and from it she 
receives her children. She has her part in the alterna- 
tions of joy and of sorrow. And it is in the midst of 
the world that she suffers, strives, prays. Like in her 
primal times, she prays with the great Apostle Paul, 
making “supplications, prayers, and thanksgivings for 
all men: for kings, and for all that are in high station: 
that we may lead a quiet and a peaceable life in all 

piety and chastity. For this is good and acceptable 
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in the sight of God our Saviour, who will have all men 
t0 be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth” (I Tim. ii, 1-4). And what is that if it is not 
prayer for peace between nations, which since the dawn 
if Christianity the Church has sent up before that God 
who would have all men to be saved, and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth? 

But throughout the course of history, facing those 
things that fall across that course, the forward march 
of the Church has become more difficult and arduous 
than in times past. She finds herself engulfed in a 
world of oppositions and contrary purposes, of con- 
licting feelings and interests, of immoderate ideas and 
meurbed ambitions, of fear and of insolence. She is 
wurrounded by humanity, that seems neither to know 
hw to decide which side to take: whether to admit 
the decision of the sword or the noble sovereignty of 
tight as the first principle of action and supreme 
arbiter of their proper destinies; whether to confide in 
the empire of reason or trust to that of force. Hence 
the Spouse of Christ encounters obstacles in her efforts 
tosecure for her principles and admonitions, which are 
dictated by her religious mission and in their develop- 
ment tend to the welfare of each nation as to the whole 
human community, that welcome which she expects, 
that readiness in acceptance, without which her word 
isno more than a voice crying in the wilderness. 

But for all that, the bounden duty of Our apostolic 
ministry cannot permit these external obstacles, 
whether fear of being misinterpreted or of Our inten- 
tions and aims being misunderstood even when their 
bject is good, to hinder Us in the salutary work of 
pacification, which is proper to the Church. 

The Church permits not herself to be turned aside 
restrained by any private interests. Unless invited 
thereunto, she dreams not of busying herself in the 
territorial disputes of States, nor of allowing herself 
to be entangled in the complexity of conflictions which 
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derstanding. That itself has opened the way for new 
(fers and appeals on Our part. 


But the destiny and welfare of the peoples are in 


the hands of “the Emperor who reigns in Heaven” 


(quello Imperador che lassi regna. Dante, Inferno, 
tanta I, 124), of the Father of Light, the source of 
wery perfect good that is in the world. With the 


destinies and happiness of the peoples He holds also 
"Jin His hands the hearts of men. And as He wills, so 


does He incline them, enlarge them, restrain, check or 
direct their will without changing the nature of them. 


. fin man’s work everything is weak, as is man himself. 


His thoughts are timid, his foresight uncertain, his 
ways unbending, and his steps feeble: he marches to- 


_|vards an end that is forever obscure. But in the handi- 
tvork of God all is powerful, like unto Himself. His 


igsigns have no uncertainty; His dominion extends 


Jhroughout the governing of the world. His delight 


is with the children of men, and nothing may with- 
stand that. In His hands the very obstacles themselves 
ate become the means whereby ends are shaped, and 
human spirit and free will are directed towards the 


Jublimities of His mercy and justice—twin stars of His 
ite! miversal sway. In Him rests our strongest hope. 
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In order to implore the divine illumination and 
blessing on the actions of today as well as the decisions 
which they lead, last May We had already called 
the Catholic world around the altar of Mary, to a cru- 
ude of prayer, and placed the white legions of the chil- 
tren in the vanguard. Children, the flowering lilies 
tthe feet of the Most Blessed Virgin, protected by the 
Holy Angels, called by Jesus to Himself, by Him em- 
braced, blessed, and proffered as a pattern to every 
heir to the Kingdom of Heaven. Innocence praying 
ind supplicating is a manifestation and an ‘example. 
And on this occasion We are gladdened in testifying to 
the gracious joy that is disclosed in Our heart at the 
teollection of that praiseworthy and pious striving, 












794 CATHOLICS AND LABOR UNIONS 





that burning fervor, that holy and heartfelt emulation 
which has sprung forth among the Faithful of the 
whole world in response to that appeal. 

And now, as we enter upon the delectable month of 
June dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, We direct 
Ourselves with increased ardor, with a greater and 
more insistent hope towards Him who is the King and 
focal point of all hearts, Rex et centrum omnium 
cordium; the refuge and sustainer of all the agonizing 
and fearful. May He, to whom is given all power in 
heaven and on earth, vouchsafe to allay the surge ofa 
troubled and stricken world, and bring to pass among 
men and nations the breathing of a new spirit. May 
Our appeals for peace, through Him find echo in the 
hearts of both rulers and peoples. And in the actions 
and decisions of those that are responsible may there 
be those practical realizations, for which the yearn- 
ings and prayers of all men of goodwill are breathed 
forth. 

And with that wish on Our lips and in Our heart, as 
a pledge of the abundance of the Divine graces, in the 
fulness of Our thankfulness, We accord to you the 
Apostolic Benediction. 


Catholics and Labor Unions 
NORMAN MCKENNA 
Reprinted from Columbia. 


— it is common knowledge now that not only 
does the Church favor union organization, but that 
many Catholic sociologists hold that it is a working: 
man’s duty to join a union, there is little point in prov 
ing what is generally accepted: Catholics may and 
should join unions. Unhappily there was a time whet, 
as Pope Pius XI remarks in Quadragesimo Anmi, 
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“There were even Catholics who viewed with suspicion 
the efforts of the laboring class to form unions, as if 
they reflected the spirit of Socialistic or revolutionary 
agitators.” The time referred to by Pius XI is about 
the year 1891, when Pope Leo XIII wrote his famous 
encyclical Rerum Novarum. 

The question, then, is not whether a Catholic may 
join 2 union, but which union, or which type of union 
he is to join. Here we have to hark back a bit in the 
history of unionism, to see just why the choice of union 
was so important to Catholics. With the spread of 
unionism throughout Europe in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, unions, like all other organizations which invited 
Catholic membership, raised in the Catholic mind the 
question whether they were, in reference to faith and 
morals, good, bad or indifferent. Were they good, that 
is favorable to the spiritual welfare of the Catholic, 
then he was free to join them. Were they bad, by 
reason of Socialist domination, or alliance with Free- 
masonry, Catholics could not join them. Were they in- 
different, that is, in their programs, neither a grave 
menace nor special boon to faith and morals, Catholics 
were free to join them under certain conditions. 

For the guidance of Catholic workingmen, it there- 
fore became necessary for Catholic authorities in 
Europe, and sometimes, on appeal, for Rome itself, to 
pass on the qualifications of workingmen’s associ- 
ations. Unions were thenceforth classified as neutral, 
Catholic, and Christian. 

Neutral unions, according to the classification, are 
those which open their membership to all workingmen, 
regardless of race, creed or political affiliation, e. g., 
the AFL or CIO. They are to be distinguished from 
Catholic unions, open only to Catholics, such as may be 
found in Quebec and other French cities of Canada; 
they are also to be distinguished from Christian 
unions, such as were found in Germany, open only to 
Catholics and Protestants who profess the divinity of 
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Christ. The Christian unions, found chiefly in Ger. 
many, raised many questions as to the desirability of 
dual-unionism, and as to sectarian unionism. Il 
America, a country of mixed religions, neutral union. 
ism has always been the rule, and American neutral 
unionism is accepted and approved by Catholic soci. 
ologists as the only effective type of unionism unde 
American conditions. 

The question of the prudence of joining a union 
which opens its ranks to all, believers and non-believers 
alike, is then not a new one. Fundamentally the issue 
is the venerable one of determining to what extent 
Catholics should cooperate with non-Catholics in pur. 
suance of common temporal objectives, and that ques 
tion goes back to apostolic times. 

To get down to cases, let us take that of a Catholic 
workingman who contemplates joining an American 
union. He seeks the recognition and protection of his 
natural rights. He finds that union membership wil 
entail rubbing shoulders with a variety of non-Catho- 
lics ranging from tolerant and peaceable Protestants 
and Jews to virulent militant atheists. Now, for the 
sake of example, making the situation as difficult as 
possible, suppose his union is dominated by Marxists, 
or appears to be. Seeking Catholic advice in his di- 
lemma, he will find two schools of thought: one, the 
pessimistic, advising him to stay out of neutral unions, 
to avoid any risk to faith and morals; the other, opti- 
mistic, advising him to retain membership, provided 
he takes precautions to preserve his faith and morals, 
and provided also, that he takes steps to combat Marx- 
ism in his union, and further the spread of a Christian 
influence. 

The weak point of the pessimists’ advice is that 
withdrawal from union membership will leave the 
Catholic workingman without the protection afforded 
by the union; further, such withdrawal leaves the 
union entirely in the hands of the Marxists. The 
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optimists’ advice, in its hopefulness, and its reliance 
on the power of Christian influence, seems to be more 
in keeping with the redemptive mission of Christian- 
ity. It is a matter of history that the position of the 
optimists is upheld by Popes Leo and Pius XI, by 
Bishop Emmanuel von Ketteler, the German prelate 
who boldly fought the German Socialists; and also, 
by those American bishops who have found occasion 
to speak on the matter. 

The first Catholic statement on modern, neutral 
unionism was made by Bishop von Ketteler, in his 
book, Christianity and the Labor Question, published 
in 1864. At that time the wide dissemination of the 
writings of Marx and Lassalle had had two effects in 
Germany: it had promoted unionism, and had bred 
a rabid anti-clericalism. In some minds unionism and 
Socialism became identified. To clarify this confu- 
sion, Bishop von Ketteler wrote: “It would be a great 
folly on our part if we kept aloof from this movement 
merely because it happens at the present time to be 
promoted chiefly by men who are hostile to Christi- 
anity. The air remains God’s air though it be breathed 
by an atheist, and the bread we eat is no less the nour- 
ishment provided by God though kneaded by an un- 
believer. It is the same with unionism: it is an idea 
which rests on the divine order of things, though the 
men who favor it do not recognize the finger of God in 
it, and often turn it to a wicked use.” 

“Unionism,” von Ketteler continues, “is not merely 
legitimate in itself and worthy of our support, but 
Christianity alone commands the indispensable ele- 
ments for directing it properly and making it a real 
and lasting benefit to the working classes.” 

The scene then shifts to Canada in the year 1884. 
In September of that year, Cardinal Taschereau, 
Archbishop of Quebec, condemned the Knights of La- 


‘bor, which had but recently crossed the border in quest 


of members. To understand this decision, we must 











798 CATHOLICS AND LABOR UNIONS 





note that Pope Leo XIII, on April 20, 1884, had issued 
the encyclical Humanum Genus, on Freemasonry. We 
must further note an alarming spread of Freemasonry 
in our own country, following the conclusion of the 
Civil War, when a large number of ex-Federal soldiers 
joined the Masons to obtain Civil Service positions. 
Since many jobless Catholic war veterans were among 
this number, it can be readily understood how the 
spread of Freemasonry would give good cause for 
anxiety. 

Here we find an interesting parallel between the 
Canada of 1884 and the Canada of 1937. In the first 
instance the Knights of Labor, suspected of Masonic 
attachments, was opposed by Catholics; in the second 
instance, the CIO, suspected of Communist attach- 
ments, was opposed by Catholics. In both instances, 
there was good cause for suspicion. The Knights, ac- 
cording to Monsignor Bernard O’Reilly, in his book, 
The Life of Leo XIII, “assumed all the outward Ma- 
sonic symbols of a secret society.” For good cause, 
namely to protect unionists against blacklisting, Ameri- 
can labor of that period chose secret organization; 
the Knights indulged in a good deal of secret mumbo 
jumbo. In the case of the CIO, the presence of known 
Left-wingers among its union heads gave credence to 
Canadian suspicions, suspicions which were only en- 
hanced by the stupid policy of sending Communist 
union organizers into wholly Catholic communities, 
notably in the mill towns of New England, peopled 
largely by French-Canadian Catholics. 

Alarmed at the Canadian condemnation, the 
American Knights appealed to the dean of the Ameri- 
can hierarchy, Cardinal Gibbons, to whom they sub- 
mitted their constitution and by-laws. Cardinal Gib- 
bons thereupon called a conference of the American 
bishops. 

When the meeting began, nearly all the bishops 





were unfriendly to the organization, Bishop Spalding 


eis ui a a ee ee ee a ee Oe ae Ee 








Ma- 


eri- 
on; 
nbo 
wn 
. to 
en- 
list 
ies, 
led 


the 
ri- 
ub- 
‘ib- 
an 


ps 
ing 





CATHOLICS AND LABOR UNIONS 799 





of Peoria later revealed in his writing. But after the 
discussion, during which Cardinal Gibbons pleaded 
the cause of the Knights, a vote showed all but two 
of the bishops in favor of the Knights. Cardinal Gib- 
bons then brought the matter to the attention of the 
Holy See, where the decision approving the Knights 
was upheld. In Rome, Cardinal Gibbons was assisted 
in pleading the case by Cardinal Manning of England, 
another friend of the workingman. It is worthy of 
note that it was workingmen who attached the title, 
“friend of the workingman,” to Cardinal Gibbons and 
Cardinal Manning, and who later acclaimed Pope Leo 
XIII as “the workingman’s Pope.” 

Cardinal Taschereau, on word from Rome, then 
lifted the ban on the Canadian Knights, on April 5, 
1885. Here we may leave the Knights and continue 
with the next Catholic statement on unionism, which 
appears in Rerum Novarum, published in 1891: 


... there is a good deal of evidence which goes to prove 
that many of these societies (unions) are in the hands of in- 
visible leaders, and are managed on principles far from com- 
patible with Christianity and public well being; and that they 
do their best to get into their hands the whole field of labor 
and to force workmen either to join them or to starve. Under 
these circumstances the Christian workmen must do one of two 
things: either join associations in which their religion will 
not be exposed to peril or form associations among themselves— 
unite their forces and courageously shake off the yoke of an 
unjust and intolerable oppression. No one who does not wish 
to expose man’s chief good to the extreme danger will hesitate 
to say that the second alternative must by all means be adopted. 

... those workmen who have either given up their faith al- 
together or whose lives are at variance with its precepts... 
cannot but perceive that their grasping employers too often 
treat them with the greatest inhumanity, and hardly care for 
them beyond the profit their labor brings; and if they belong to 
an Association it is probably one in which there exists, in place 
of charity and love, that internal strife which always accom- 
panies unresigned and irreligious poverty. Broken in spirit and 
worn down in body, how many of them would gladly free them- 
selves from this galling slavery! But human respect, or the 
dread of starvation, makes them afraid to take the step. To 
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such as these, Catholic Associations are of incalculable service 
helping them out of their difficulties, inviting them to con. 
panionship, and receiving the penitent to a shelter in which 
they may securely trust. 


It would appear from the above quotation that Le 
XIII preferred Catholic unions to membership of 
Catholics in neutral unions, for the reasons which he 
cites. His solution was very apparently intended to 
meet the problems of the period in which the Encyeli- 
cal was written. The advice of his successors, which 
seems more favorable to neutral unionism, was evi- 
dently shaped by differing conditions. 

When the question was again raised in Germany, 
we find Pope Pius X, writing in the Encyclical Singv 
lari Quadam (1912): “The bishops have the right t 
give their approval to the membership of Catholic 
workers in such trade unions.” (The unions referred 
to were Christian unions in Germany.) The favorable 
meaning of the word approval is emphasized by Father 
von Nell Bruening in his Reorganization of Social 
Economy. 

Pius X adds: “This, however, We grant on condi- 
tion that suitable precautions be taken to obviate those 
dangers which, as We have said, are to be found in such 
organizations. 

“The chief of these precautions are as follows: 
First of all, care must be taken that the Catholic 
workers who are members of these trade unions be et- 
rolled also in those Catholic societies for workingmen 
called Workingmen’s Associations. Should this entail 
some sacrifice for them, We take it for certain that, 
eager as they are for the preservation of their faith, 
they will make it.” 

Turning to the question of unionism in Quadra 
gesimo Anno (1931), Pope Pius XI remarks that con- 
ditions in certain countries made it impossible to form 
Catholic unions: “ ... the laws of the country, peculiar 
economic conditions, the lamentable dissension @ 
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minds and hearts so prevalent in modern society, the 
necessity of uniting forces to combat the growing 
ranks of revolutionaries.” Under such circumstances, 
Pius XI explains, Catholics “seem to have had no 
choice but to enroll themselves in neutral unions.” 

In another passage of the same Encyclical, Pope 
Pius XI sets down the conditions of Catholic member- 
ship in neutral unions: “These (neutral unions), how- 
ever, should always respect justice and equity, and 
leave to their Catholic members full freedom to follow 
the dictates of their conscience and to obey the pre- 
cepts of the Church. It belongs to the bishops to per- 
mit Catholic workingmen to join these unions, where 
they judge that circumstances render it necessary and 
there appears no danger for religion, observing, how- 
ever, the rules and precautions recommended by Our 
Predecessor of saintly memory, Pius X. (Singulari 
Quadam.) 

“Among these precautions the first and most im- 
portant is that side by side with these trade unions, 
there must always be associations which aim at giving 
their members a thorough religious and moral train- 
ing, that these in turn may impart to the labor unions 
to which they belong the upright spirit which should 
direct their entire conduct. Thus will these unions 
exert a beneficent influence far beyond the ranks of 
their own members.” (Italics ours.) 

From the various statements quoted, certain obvi- 
ous conclusions may be summed up: (1) Catholics are 
free to join neutral unions like the CIO or AFL; (2) 
Catholics who do join neutral unions are obliged to 
join a Catholic Workingmen’s Association; (3) Catho- 
lic unionists should zealously strive to exert a Chris- 
tian influence in their unions; (4) Any authoritative 
Catholic statement as to the prudence of Catholics 
joining any particular union is properly made by the 
‘bishops. 

The last conclusion, flowing from the statements 
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cited, is of timely importance because of the many un- 
official anathemas which have been hurled at particular 
unions by some Catholic critics. One can readily see 
a number of practical difficulties standing in the way 
of episcopal pronouncements on the merits of particu- 
lar unions. For example, the Marxist domination of 
New York locals of certain large unions, like the 
painters, furriers, and teachers, is not a general con- 
dition throughout the country, and therefore a general 
counsel against membership in these unions would 
hardly be fair to the locals free of Marxist domination. 
Moreover, if all Ordinaries were called upon to pass on 
the merits of every union and every local in their sees, 
they would have to look into not only Marxist control, 
but criminal control by racketeering officials, and a 
number of other union abuses. So many difficulties 
present themselves that the practical solution lies in 
the formation of Catholic Workingmen’s Associations 
under the guidance and patronage of the bishops, with 
the understanding that these associations will carefully 
attend to the spiritual welfare of all Catholics in what- 
soever union they may be. Now, as a matter of fact, 
such Associations are already existing, and active, in 
the Association of Catholic Trade Unions, which has 
chapters in New York, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, Pitts- 
burgh, and other large cities. This Association was 
founded to carry out the specific directions of the En- 
cyclicals. 

Since this article set out to throw light on the ques- 
tion of Catholic membership in neutral unions, there 
is little space here to describe the work of the Associa- 
tion of Catholic Trade Unionists. Its membership in- 
cludes unionists affiliated with the AFL, the CIO, and 
bona fide independent unions, and covers the whole 
range of organized labor, from highly skilled white 
collar professionals to manual workers. Its activities 
include a Catholic Labor Defense, to supply free legal 
aid to the workingman in the toils of the law, or seek- 
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ing legal counsel; schools for workingmen, providing 
instruction in ethics, labor relations, labor organiza- 
tion and labor history; a bi-weekly labor newspaper, 
The Labor Leader, the only such paper published in 
this country under Catholic direction. While the As- 
sociation does its best to solve the temporal problems 
of the Catholic unionist, its prime purpose is to pre- 
pare Catholic unionists to carry on the social aposto- 
late, in response to the words of our late revered pon- 
tiff : ““The apostles of the workingmen must themselves 
be workingmen.” 


The World of Tomorrow 
and the Church 


REv. ALOysIus F. COOGAN 


Extracts from an address delivered over the Church of the Air 
radio program, June 11, 19389. 


: only sure way to gauge the future is to plan 
well the present. A good preparation today is the 
best guarantee of a work to be well done tomorrow. 
Hence the world of tomorrow depends entirely on what 
kind of a world we are building today. 

Jesus Christ is the same today, yesterday and for- 
ever. His Church, like any healthy organism, meets 
the needs of the present; it has thrown off and sur- 
vived the poisonous errors of the past; and it gives 
assurance of living in the future because God has 
promised it so: “I am with you all days even to the 
consummation of the world.” The Catholic Church 
knows something of the world of yesterday because 
she has cherished, cultivated and preserved all that is 
best in civilization. She has the authority to speak 
of the world of tomorrow, for she has the God-given 
assurance that she will survive and that “the gates of 
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hell shall not prevail against her.’ She has a plan for 
the present—the eternal plan of Christ. Having sur- 
vived the dangers of the past which threatened her 
very life and having divine assurance of future sur- 
vival, she is not so much like a man seated in a grand- 
stand and watching the parade of civilization go by, 
but she is rather like one in a plane high above the 
earth watching the past, the present and the future. 

The Church offers no new plan for the world of to- 
morrow, save the old plan of the Gospel and the teach- 
ings of Jesus Christ, which because they have been 
discarded by many are now new in the sense that they 
have not been tried. The Church will meet the needs 
of each succeeding year not with a new doctrine but 
with Christ’s eternal and immutable truths which 
never grow old nor become out of date for it is not 
possible for the eternal truth of God to change with 
the passing of time. 

There is a doctrine of the Church which we honor in 
the Office and Mass of Corpus Christi. It is the doc- 
trine of the Church of yesterday, of today and the 
future. It is already 2,000 years old. This doctrine 
is the very life and essence of the Church as it is the 
focal point and central doctrine of all the teachings 
of Christ. The world of yesterday heard it preached 
from the housetops, the world of today cherishes its 
teaching, and the world of tomorrow will rise or fall 
accordingly as it gives credence or denial to its teach- 
ing. We speak of the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist 
or the teaching of the Catholic Church that Jesus 
Christ really, truly and substantially resides with men 
in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist upon our 
altars. Let us look to the Scriptures and seek out the 
promise Christ made in this regard and His fulfilment 
of that promise. 

In Saint Matthew’s gospel, Chapter XXVI, we 
read: “And whilst they were at supper, Jesus took 
bread, and blessed, and broke: and gave to His Disci- 
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ples, and said: take ye, and eat. This is My Body. 
And taking the chalice, He gave thanks, and gave to 
them, saying: drink ye all of this. For this is My 
Blood of the New Testament, which shall be shed for 
many unto the remission of sins.” No words in Holy 
Scripture are simpler or clearer than these, and no 
words in Scripture reveal a deeper mystery. They 
signify that Jesus Christ, God and man, is really, 
truly, substantially present under the appearances of 
bread and wine in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucha- 
rist. They signify that in the frail white Host en- 
shrined in the monstrance, exposed upon our altar, 
Jesus is as truly present as when in Galilee He walked 
this earth and mingled with men and worked miracles 
in their midst. These words of Christ: “This is My 
Body; this is My Blood,” embody in briefest form the 
teaching of the Catholic Church in regard to the Holy 
Eucharist. 

That which Christ had promised at Capharnaum 
He in due time fulfilled. It was on the evening pre- 
ceding His death. At this solemn moment He had 
gathered His disciples around Him and according to 
Holy Scripture: “And taking bread, He gave thanks, 
and broke: and gave to them, saying: This is My 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for a com- 
‘memoration of me. In like manner the chalice also, 
after He had supped, saying: This is the chalice, the 
new testament in My Blood, which shall be shed for 
you.” 

Thus with words as simple as God’s creative act: 
“Let there be light,” Christ by His omnipotent will 
changed bread and wine into His own body and blood, 
and by so doing wrought His supreme miracle, and in 
conferring this power on His priests inaugurated a 
new epoch among men. 

Must we take these words on their face value or are 
we free to discount them? We must accept them as 
true. For Christ is God! He meant what He said, 
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and said what He meant, and was so understood by His 
Apostles. 

This doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ which 
we celebrate is the doctrine of Saint Paul who said: 
“The chalice of benediction which we bless is it not the 
communion of the Blood of Christ and the bread which 
we break is it not the partaking of the Body of the 
Lord.” 

This doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist has been preached by an unbroken succes- 
sion of 262 scholarly and saintly Popes down to Pius 
XII, now gloriously reigning. It is the same doctrine 
professed by the first Fathers of the Church and fol- 
lowing them by the great Doctors and Theologians of 
history. It is the same doctrine hallowed by the blood 
of martyrs and borne witness to by a host of saintly 
companions and holy virgins. It is the doctrine cher- 
ished by Saint Augustine, Saint Gregory, Saint Domi- 
nic, Saint Francis, Saint Thomas Aquinas, and Saint 
Gabriel. It is the doctrine of the Universal Church, 
one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic, the doctrine of com- 
moners, nobles, princes, kings, emperors, priests, 
bishops and religious. It is the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ, the same today, tomorrow, and forever! 

The Church is not blind to the fact that the Holy 
Eucharist is shrouded in mystery, that it is, in truth, 
the greatest of miracles. She never forgets, however, 
that Christ is the Son of God, that He changed water 
into wine and multiplied the loaves and fishes and that 
if He so willed He can give men His flesh to eat. The 
Church today hopefully looks to the future because she 
has carried the tradition of the past. She believes to- 
day as in the first days of her birth that Christ really, 
truly, substantially abides in the Eucharist and that He, 
the Good Shepherd, could not have betrayed countless 
millions of mortals into error. “Heaven and earth,” 
He said, “shall pass away, but My word shall not pass 
away.” 
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Today as of yesterday at Capharnaum Christ looks 





hearts and says: “Will you also go away?” We have 

ut one answer. Like Peter of old we say, “Lord, to 
hom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
e,” 

Take not away, therefore, the Eucharist, from the 
tar. For if we do, we have not a Church but a meet- 
ing house. Take not away the Eucharist from a soul. 
for if we do, we make such a one less a tabernacle of 
God and more like unto a corpse devoid of its true, 
giritual life. Take not away religion and the Eucha- 
rist from the world of today. For if we do we have 
divorced our tabernacles of God, our souls of the Eu- 
charist and the world of its spirit. The world of to- 
morrow looks to the world of today to build the things 
if the spirit which are the things of God. 

Take away the tabernacle and you have left only a 
pulpit where private interpretation and human reason 
rule! For when man divorced the tabernacle of its 
heavenly guest, it was not long until man refused to 
let God have a place in his heart and set himself up 
as the voice of authority. Man’s word, then, took the 
place of God’s divinely interpreted word. The pulpit 
was substituted for the altar. Man usurped the place 
of God. And just so many religions came into being 
as there were men to occupy pulpits. A denial of the 
Real Presence led to disunion, dissension, and confu- 
sion. 

From time to time the Church holds Eucharistic 
Congresses in order to bring home to our minds the 
doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucha- 
tist. The lesson of the Eucharistic Congress is a sim- 
ple one. It teaches us that in the Eucharist is our 
unity. In the Mass resides the unity of all Christians, 
and in whatsoever measure the Eucharist is denied 
and the Mass forsaken in that measure we lose our 
identity with Christ and our membership one with an- 
other. For Christ is the Head of the Church and we 
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and said what He meant, and was so understood by His 
Apostles. 

This doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ which 
we celebrate is the doctrine of Saint Paul who said: 
“The chalice of benediction which we bless is it not the 
communion of the Blood of Christ and the bread which 
we break is it not the partaking of the Body of the 
Lord.” 

This doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist has been preached by an unbroken succes- 
sion of 262 scholarly and saintly Popes down to Pius 
XII, now gloriously reigning. It is the same doctrine 
professed by the first Fathers of the Church and fol- 
lowing them by the great Doctors and Theologians of 
history. It is the same doctrine hallowed by the blood 
of martyrs and borne witness to by a host of saintly 
companions and holy virgins. It is the doctrine cher- 
ished by Saint Augustine, Saint Gregory, Saint Domi- 
nic, Saint Francis, Saint Thomas Aquinas, and Saint 
Gabriel. It is the doctrine of the Universal Church, 
one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic, the doctrine of com- 
moners, nobles, princes, kings, emperors, priests, 
bishops and religious. It is the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ, the same today, tomorrow, and forever! 

The Church is not blind to the fact that the Holy 
Eucharist is shrouded in mystery, that it is, in truth, 
the greatest of miracles. She never forgets, however, 
that Christ is the Son of God, that He changed water 
into wine and multiplied the loaves and fishes and that 
if He so willed He can give men His flesh to eat. The 
Church today hopefully looks to the future because she 
has carried the tradition of the past. She believes to- 
day as in the first days of her birth that Christ really, 
truly, substantially abides in the Eucharist and that He, 

the Good Shepherd, could not have betrayed countless 
millions of mortals into error. ‘Heaven and earth,” 


He said, “shall pass away, but My word shall not pass 
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Today as of yesterday at Capharnaum Christ looks 
to hearts and says: “Will you also go away?” We have 
but one answer. Like Peter of old we say, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life.” 

Take not away, therefore, the Eucharist, from the 
altar. For if we do, we have not a Church but a meet- 
ing house. Take not away the Eucharist from a soul. 
For if we do, we make such a one less a tabernacle of 
God and more like unto a corpse devoid of its true, 
spiritual life. Take not away religion and the Eucha- 
rist from the world of today. For if we do we have 
divorced our tabernacles of God, our souls of the Eu- 
tharist and the world of its spirit. The world of to- 
morrow looks to the world of today to build the things 
of the spirit which are the things of God. 

Take away the tabernacle and you have left only a 
pulpit where private interpretation and human reason 
rule! For when man divorced the tabernacle of its 
heavenly guest, it was not long until man refused to 
let God have a place in his heart and set himself up 
as the voice of authority. Man’s word, then, took the 
place of God’s divinely interpreted word. The pulpit 
was substituted for the altar. Man usurped the place 
of God. And just so many religions came into being 
as there were men to occupy pulpits. A denial of the 
Real Presence led to disunion, dissension, and confu- 
sion. 

From time to time the Church holds Eucharistic 
Congresses in order to bring home to our minds the 
doctrine of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucha- 
rist. The lesson of the Eucharistic Congress is a sim- 
ple one. It teaches us that in the Eucharist is our 
unity. In the Mass resides the unity of all Christians, 
and in whatsoever measure the Eucharist is denied 
and the Mass forsaken in that measure we lose our 
identity with Christ and our membership one with an- 
other. For Christ is the Head of the Church and we 
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IF 


are members one of another in Christ Jesus, Our Lor 
Hence the chief lesson to be learned from a Euch 
ristic Congress is that belief in the Eucharist unite 
all Christians just as unbelief divides them. 

The Eucharist is the bond of charity. Remove th 
Eucharist and charity grows weak from lack of nour 
ishment. The Eucharist is heavenly Manna, it i 
angelic bread, it is Christ’s own Body and Blood, it is 
God sustaining our very souls. Remove the heavenly 
Manna and men seek to feed themselves on earthly 
desire. Remove the bread of angels and men deny they 
have a soul to nourish. Take away Christ’s Body and 
Blood and the seat of faith is so weakened as to throw 
doubt that Christ ever really meant all that He said, 
Remove God’s sustaining power and there arises hv- 
man dictatorial powers that take away our liberty ani 
our freedom and render us slaves to the almighty 
power of force. For if the world wishes to run away 
from God and Eucharistic charity, indeed God may 
give it up to a reprobate sense and to the powers of 
materialism that crush its very soul! But there is still 
hope—Christ is still with us in His Eucharistic Pres- 


ence today—the best assurance we have for the World 
of Tomorrow. 


The 
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IF You Liked “IN TOWNS 
AND LITTLE TOWNS” 
by Leonard Feeney ! 


Then you have a similar treat in store for you 


J in Alfred Barrett’s MINT BY NIGHT. 


MINT 
BY 
NIGHT 


By ALFRED BARRETT, S.J. 


This book of poems has been acclaimed by 
readers and critics alike. Their praise 
is well summed up in the words of SPIRIT: 


“This book establishes Father Barrett as one 
of the most gifted Catholic poets in America. 
Gloriously true to the evangelical and tradi- 
tional spirit of the Church, these poems have 
a freshness of accent and a mystical fragrance 
peculiarly their own. ... There are at least 
four poems in this collection that no Catholic 
anthology worthy of the name will hereafter 
find it easy to omit.” 


CLOTH BOUND 
IN MINT GREEN $1 .00 
Order from your bookdealer or direct 
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